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Psychologists are interested in asking questions that involve the comparison of indirect

effects both within a sample and between samples. Nevertheless, when the equality of

indirect effects is tested in structural equation modeling (SEM), such effects are usually

compared without standardization. It is known that comparison of indirect effects will only be

sound when the variables are in the same metrics. Otherwise, the result by imposing equality

constraints on unstandardized model parameters may be misleading. The rare practice for

researchers to compare the standardized indirect effects may be due to limited research work

on this topic. The current study aims to propose a method to compare the standardized

indirect effects in SEM. On the basis of the sequential model fitting method proposed by

Chan (2007), this study attempts to extend the reparameterization technique on

standardization of the model parameters and subsequent comparison of the standardized

indirect effects. Three examples are given to illustrate how to apply the method using EQS.

The results were found to be perfectly comparable with the results derived by LISREL.
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